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" I don't want any thanks from you/' replied Carson
His objective prejudice in favour of fairness to "the prisoner"
had no basis in any subjective sympathy for Robert Sievier.
If his cross-examination had lacked severity, he made up
for it by his speech, which was in his most sardonic vein.
" If anybody has been looking with satisfaction on the
proceedings for the last few days, it is the blackmailers," he
said, " and arc you going to lay it down that the prosecution
must fail because the evidence was obtained in an unfor-
tunate way ? If you do, this will be a day of Magna^Charta
for blackmailers. . . . I appeal to you not to let any popu-
larity of the prisoner, and the cheers of any people outside
or inside the Court, prevent you from doing your duty."
Carson gained a great deal of ground by his powerful
speech, but Rufus Isaacs won it all back by his last word.
" If they had not known," he submitted, cc that Mr. Sievier
had had a bad week in June, the money would never have
been dangled before him. , . . They knew Sievier was broke,
and I put it to you that his thought was, * Here is my oppor-
tunity for getting rid of the man for heaven knows how long.
He is broke, and here is an opportunity for my money. I
must get someone to help me. . . ,' I imagine them getting
hold of the man's best friend and confidant."
Loud applause broke out at the conclusion of counsel's
speech, during which Mr. J. B. Joel sat with his bowed
head in his hands.
After a colourless charge by Lord Alverstone and an
absence of the jury of over an hour, the latter filed in : it had
been a nice question of fact for them to try. But it was
eminently one for a jury. A phrase or a word, some little
difference in the facts or the setting, might convert an inno-
cent application for a loan or for assistance into a threat
with a view to extortion. Their minds had been swayed by the
two greatest advocates of the age at the height of their
powers. Though undoubtedly they had been swayed by
Rufus Isaacs3 vivid picture of the rich man making overtures
to the poor man, Carson had made the most of the accom-
plished fact of the loan, after which the scurrilous attacks had
ceased, and had painted in terrible colours the public dangers